IFAB 2005 Law Changes (Update)

The text in quotation marks is taken from the FIFA media release that was issued following yesterday’s meeting of the IFAB.

In addition to the Law changes below, FIFA confirmed that the new Adidas ball containing a microchip, intended to send a signal to the referee when a goal is scored, will be tested in the FIFA U-17 World Championship in Peru beginning 16 September.

This memo supersedes my 26 February memo titled “IFAB 2005 Law Changes (Preliminary)”
Law 3–The Number of Players

“In National A team matches, up to a maximum of six substitutes may be used. In all other matches, a greater number of substitutes may be used provided that the teams concerned reach agreement on a maximum number and the referee is informed before the match.”

Law 5–The Referee

“Regarding Law 12 (Fouls and Misconduct), once a referee has terminated a match, he cannot change a decision. However, the referee has the authority to impose disciplinary sanctions from the moment he enters the field of play until he leaves the pitch after the final whistle.”

Law 11–Offside; New Decision 1

“The Board clarified the explanation of a player being offside ‘if he is nearer to his opponents’ goal line than both the ball and the second last opponent’. As a result, the position of any part of the player’s head, body or feet will be the deciding factor, and not the player’s arms.”

Law 11–Offside; New Decision 2

The Board “clarified when a player is to be regarded as ‘actively involved in play’:
“Interfering with play means playing or touching the ball passed or touched by a team mate.

“Interfering with an opponent means preventing an opponent from playing or being able to play the ball by clearly obstructing the opponent’s line of vision or movements or making a gesture or movement which, in the opinion of the referee, deceives or distracts an opponent.

“Gaining an advantage by being in an offside position means playing a ball that rebounds to him off a post or crossbar or playing a ball that rebounds to him off an opponent having been in an offside position.”

Law 12–Fouls and Misconduct

“The Board…decided to impose stricter sanctions for any tackles deemed to be endangering the safety of an opponent. From now on, match officials must also show the red card to players who make dangerous tackles from the front or the side.”

Law 15–The Throw-In

“In relation to Law 14 (Throw-in), in future all opponents must be at least two metres from the thrower until the ball is in play.”
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