IFAB 2005 Law Changes (Preliminary)

The IFAB met today (26 February) and made several revisions to the Laws of the Game. The following changes are based on preliminary information and do not reflect the final wording. There may be additional changes not yet announced.

Changes do not become effective until 1 July 2005.

Law 3–The Number of Players

The Law tells us that for matches organized by FIFA, the confederations, and member associations, a maximum of three substitutions may be used.

A 2004 change to Law 3 reads: “In other matches, up to six substitutes may be used.” (From 2000 through 2003 there was no limit.)

The 2005 Law change is expected to clarify that the limit of six applies only to international friendlies, and for all other matches a greater number may be used, if both teams agree to a number and inform the referee before the match.

Law 11–Offside

It appears that “nearer to his opponents’ goal line” means that any part of his head, body, or feet is ahead of both the ball and the second last opponent; the arms are not included in this definition. This conflicts with the current definition, which is still valid until 1 July. I’ll provide more information when FIFA releases something official.

Law 12–Fouls and Misconduct

International Board decision 4 currently reads: “A tackle from behind, which endangers the safety of an opponent, must be sanctioned as serious foul play.”

The words “from behind” are being deleted. Any tackle endangering the safety of an opponent will be a sending off (red card) offence.

Law 15–The Throw-In

Opponents will be required to be at least two meters from the thrower until the ball is in play.

Goal Line Technology Experiment

The new Adidas ball containing a microchip was approved for testing in the FIFA U-17 World Championship in Peru beginning 16 September. It is intended to send a signal to the referee when a goal is scored.

I have heard nothing about the technology that will be used to detect when the ball has completely crossed the goal line, between the posts under the cross bar, other than it has been said to not involve video replays.
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