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To:
State Referee Administrators


State Directors of Referee Instruction


State Directors of Referee Assessment


Chair, State Referee Committee

National Referees


National Instructors and Assessors

From:
Alfred Kleinaitis


Manager of Referee Development and Education

Re:
Offside Situations


June 11, 2005 Los Angeles Galaxy vs Real Salt Lake

June 12, 2005 San Jose vs CD Chivas USA

Date:
June 20, 2005

________________________________________________________________


Two recent matches demonstrate why focus, concentration, and correct positioning are critical to an effective enforcement of Law 11, Offside. 


The San Jose Earthquakes played CD Chivas USA in Los Angeles on June 12.  Two minutes into extra time, the ball was centered from the left to Earthquakes #14, Dwayne DeRosario.  

· At the time of the pass, DeRosario was behind the second to last Chivas defender and behind the ball as well.  

· Unfortunately, the assistant referee was also several yards behind the second to last defender and, from this perspective, seriously misjudged the position of DeRosario.  

· The assistant referee incorrectly flagged the attacker as offside, the goal was cancelled, and extra time ended with the match still tied.

In the 52nd minute of another match a day earlier, Los Angeles Galaxy vs Real Salt Lake, Galaxy #13 Colby Jones played a long pass to his teammate #10, Landon Donovan.  

· In a burst of speed at the moment the ball was passed, Donovan surged past the Salt Lake defender but appeared to be offside based on where Donovan controlled the ball.

· The assistant referee was positioned correctly and focused closely on the sequence of events.  

· The result was a correct decision by the referee team and a game-winning goal by Donovan.

These two incidents, one misjudged due to an improper position and one handled correctly despite intense pressure to reach a different conclusion, emphasize the necessity of concentrating on the entire sequence of play and being in exactly the right place.

